June—july 2008

DETAILS LONDON

* Barbican Centre
Tel: 020 7638 8891
www.barbican.org.uk

* Southbank Centre

(Purcell Room, Queen Elizabeth
Hall, Royal Festival Hall)

Tel: 020 0871 663 2509
www.southbankcentre.co.uk

*Wigmore Hall
Tel: 020 7935 2141
www.wigmore-hall.org.uk

DETAILS OTHER UK

* Birmingham Symphony Hall/
Town Hall

Tel: 0121 780 3333
www.thsh.co.uk

¢ Bristol — St George's
Tel: 0845 40 24 001
www.stgeorgesbristol.co.uk

* Manchester — Bridgewater Hall
Tel: 0161 907 9000
www.bridgewater-hall.co.uk
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Ingrid Fliter with Haydn, Beethoven

and Chopin at Wigmore Hall (2 June)

inally, proof that summer festivals are more

than just an excuse to drink too much wine in

the sun before stumbling into a concert: a sur-

vey by the British Arts Festivals Association re-

veals that in 2006-7, nearly 30,000 people found

work through a British festival. The survey also
confirmed that British festivals are thriving, with new ones
starting up every year. Why so many new festivals? Simple:
once the local impresario wanders into the semi-derelict village
hall, chases out the pigeons, and decides that if the roof was
repaired and the piano tuned, a new festival is born.

With so many choices, festival-goers find it hard to choose
between one ecstatic experience in a beautiful setting over another
and might decide to spend the summer practising instead.

As a Pianist staff member, I would be the last person to
discourage practising, yet I'd also hate for anyone to miss out
on delights such as the Ribble Valley International Piano Week
in Cumbria, featuring Paul Lewis (6 ju/)), Noriko Ogawa (8
Juby, includes Debussy, which she speaks about in this issues History
article), Martin Roscoe (9 July) and Ashley Wass (10 Juby).

To be truly overwhelmed with pianistic riches from dawn to
dusk, head for the Roque d’Anthéron festival in France, where
you could hear Christian Zacharias (19 July, includes Debussy
Preludes Book 1), Pierre-Laurent Aimard (23 July, Bach’s Art of
the Fugue) or Grigory Sokolov (28 July, Chopin and Mozart).

New York’s International Keyboard Institute and Festival is
just as piano-focused. Every evening after masterclasses and
lectures (20 July The Legacy of Artur Schnabel’: 21 July, “The
Life, Death, and Career of Josef Hofimann), there are recitals
from the likes of IKIF founder Jerome Rose (13 July), Albert
Nose (15 July), Menahem Pressler (16 July), Alessio Bax (18
July) and Marc-André Hamelin (26 July).

However, should you happen to live in or near London, you
don’t have to travel very far to get to one of the world’s big-
gest festivals, the BBC Proms (see News). Neatly placed in the
weeks before the Proms is the Chelsea Festival, where Lucy
Parham and two actor friends present their Liszt evening, Od-
yssey of Love (15 June) and Mark Bebbington, champion of
neglected British composers, plays John Ireland (26 June).

Away from festivals for a moment, Debussy’s En blanc et noir,
discussed in this issue’s History article, is performed as part of
a duet recital by Richard Goode and Jonathan Biss (31 May)
at the Southbank Centre. The Southbank’s International Piano
Series finishes its season with recitals by Maurizio Pollini
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oncert Highlights &

After 20 years, Paul Badura-Skoda
graces Wigmore Hall again (I June)

(10 June; includes Debussys Préludes Book 1) and Alfred Brendel
(27 June), part of his farewell tour (see Piano Legends). On
8 and 10 June Brendel plays Mozart’s Piano Concerto No 24,
with Bernard Haitink and the LSO at the Barbican Centre.

Brendel isn't the only Austrian pianist making news, though.
After 20 years, the equally legendary Paul Badura-Skoda
returns to Wigmore Hall playing, among other works, Frank
Martin’s Fantaisie, which was dedicated to him (7 June). The
next day, Gilmore Award winner Ingrid Fliter plays Haydn,
Beethoven and Chopin (2 June), while Venezuelan pianist
Clara Rodriguez plays Chopin and Albéniz along with a spicy
selection of South American compositions (27 June).

Other notable Wigmore recitals come from Paul Lewis
(11 & 13 June, includes Mozart and Ligetis Musica Ricercata),
Imogen Cooper (23 June) and Mark Tanner (24 Juby).
Debuts are made by Irina Lankova (I /july) and Nadia
Biliova (11 July, includes Tchaikovskys The Seasons). Don’t miss
the YCAT/Landor Records mini-festival (4-6 June, see News) —
it’s a great chance to check out the piano stars of tomorrow.

Once those stars get established, it’s a different story. For
instance, all tickets have evidently been sold to Angela Hewitt’s
performance of Book II of The Well-1empered Clavier at St
George’s Bristol (2 June), but she'll play both books in two
concerts at the Bridgewater Hall (8 ¢ 15 June). At the end of
June, Hewitt heads to Umbria for her Trasimeno Festival (28
June-4 July), where she’s playing with top-flight players, such as
Garrick Ohlsson and American violinist Jorja Fleezanis.

Another top-flight artist, Piotr Anderszewski plays the
Brahms First Piano Concerto with the Philharmonia Orchestra
(3 June, Symphony Hall Birmingham; 5 June, Southbank Centre),
which also gives you the chance to see the hot young
Venezuelan conductor Gustavo Dudamel. Louis Lortie plays
the Schumann Piano Concerto at Bridgewater Hall accompa-
nied by another star in the conducting firmament, Gianandrea
Noseda, leading the BBC Philharmonic (14 june).

Back in the piano firmament, at the City of London
Festival, this issuc’s cover artist, Cédric Tiberghien, plays
‘Switzerland” from Liszt’s Années des pelerinage (1 July) while
Shai Wosner mixes Schoenberg, Schubert and Beethoven on
his recital (30 June). For that funky festival feeling, though,
don't miss the very glamorous-looking Berenika Zakrzewski
playing on a grand piano placed in the middle of New Street
Square (17 Juby). Lets hope it’s a sunny day.

Inge Kjemtrup

Photos: Gary Houlder (Fliter); Iréne Zandel (Badura-Skoda)
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Summer Festivals

Here are some of the top summer festivals — book your tickets early!

Aldeburgh Festival
1-29 June

Tel: 01728 687110
www.aldeburgh.co.uk

BBC Proms

18 July-13 September
Tel: 020 7589 8212
www.bbc.co.uk/proms
See this issues News

Blackthorpe Barn

11-12 July 2008

Tel: 01284 769505
www.blackthorpebarn.com

Two concerts in Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk featuring Yevgeny Sudbin.

Chelsea Festival
14-27 June
Tel: 0845 890 2435

www.chelseafestival.org

Cheltenham Music Festival
4-19 July

Tel: 01242 227 979
www.cheltenhamfestivals.com
See this issues News

City of London Festival
20 June-10 July

Tel: 0845 120 7502
www.colf.org

East Neuk Festival

2-6 July

Tel: 0131 473 2000
www.castneukfestival.com

Llyr Williams is the presiding pianistic
light for this festival. He plays some of
Debussys préludes on 5 July.

Edinburgh International Festival
8-31 August

Tel: 0131 473 2000
www.eif.co.uk

Exeter Summer Festival
13-29 July
Tel: 01392 493493

www.exeter.gov.uk/festival

Ribble Valley International
Piano Week

6-12 July

Tel: 01229 861355

www.rvipw.org.uk

Spitalfields Festival

2-20 June

Tel: 020 7377 1362
www.spitalfieldsfestival.org.uk

Rolf Hind in an all-Danish programme
(6 June); Stephen Hough plays and
conducts Mozart (20 June).

France

Roque d’Anthéron
International Piano Festival
19 July-22 August

Tel: +33 (0) 4 42 50 51 52

www.festival-piano.com

Germany

Rarities of Piano Music

at Schloss vor Husum
6-23 August

Tel: +49 (0)4841 89 73 102

www.piano-festival-husum.de

Switzerland

Lucerne Festival
13 August-21 September
Tel: +41 (0)41 226 44 80

www.lucernefestival.ch

Menubhin Festival Gstaad

25 July-7 September

Tel: +33 748 83 33
www.menuhinfestivalgstaad.com
July highlights include Leif Ove
Andsnes playing and conducting the
Norwegian Chamber Orchestra

Verbier Festival

18 July-3 August

Tel: +41 27 771 8282
www.verbierfestival.com

July highlights include Boris Berezovsky
(19 July, Davidsbiindlertinze),

David Greilsammer (21, 25 & 29 July,
Mozart sonata cycle), Aleksandar
Madzar (22 July, Diabelli Variations),
Piotr Anderszewski (23 _July) and
Alfred Brendel (25 July).

USA

International Keyboard
Institute & Festival

13-27 July

Tel: +1 212 580 0210 ext 4845
www.ikif.org

Tanglewood Festival
23 June-31 August
Tel: +1 617 638 9289

www.bso.org
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